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WHAT IS TYPICALITY?



MONOTONOUS
TYPICALITY

REPETITIVE

CONTINUITY

PREDICTABILITY

SIMILARITY

USUALNESS

ACCEPTABILITYADEQUACY

ROUTINE SUFFICIENCY



HOW DID MONOTONY CAME ABUOT IN HOUSING?



MONOTONY IN INDIA
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DEVELOPER

EXAMPLE: Height + Double Height + Area

WILL IT UTILIZE THE FSI 
AREA FULLY WITHIN THE 
HEIGHT RESTRICTION?

WOULDN’T THE OVERALL 
NUMBER OF UNIT  BE 
LESS

PEOPLE DON’T PAY EXTRA 
MONEY FOR SUCH THINGS

JUST THE PLASTERING AND 
SHUTTERING OF THIS IS 

GONNA COST ME A 
FORTUNE



WHY IS THERE A NEED TO BREAK AWAY FROM MONOTONY? 

• NEED FOR INDIVIDUALITY
• CREATES BOREDOM AND LESS EVOCATIVE SPACE
• NOT RESPONDING TO CONTEXT, CLIMATE



HOW DID ARCHITECTS TACKLE MONOTONY?
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MIRADOR / MVRDV





MONOTONOUS TYPICALITY

FROM OUTSIDE

CIRCULATION

 EXPERIENCE



LA MURALLA ROJA / RICARDO BOFILL









MONOTONOUS TYPICALITY

FROM OUTSIDE

FLOOR PLATES & 
MASSING

VARIATION IN 
PROGRAMS 



THE INTERLACE / OMA
Architects: OMA, Ole Scheeren
Area : 169600 m2
Year : 2013



MONOTONOUS TYPICALITY

FROM OUTSIDE

FORM

RESPONSE TO CLIMATE



The form is developed according to the Climatic 
conditions of Seoul maximizing the façade on the 
south to get the winter heat.

TOWER BLOCK HYBRID / FRITZ VAN DONGEN



STYLISTIC INCOHERENCE





IS DIVERSITY THE ANSWER TO BREAK MONOTONY?

WHAT IS THE MIDDLE GROUND BETWEEN MONOTONY AND DIVERSITY?

HOW DO THESE BUILDINGS RESPOND ON AN URBAN SCALE? HOW DO WE CREATE A LANGUAGE THAT IS FOLLOWED THROUGHOUT THE 
BUILDINGS TO BRING IN COHERENCE AND THAT DOESN’T LEAD TO MONOTONY? IS THERE A NEED FOR SUCH STYLISTIC COHERENCE?

AT A LARGER SCALE, SHOULD WE BE CONCERNED WITH REGIONALISM?


