
What is a Balcony?
What activities are they used for? How should they be designed?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon to everyone present here. My seminar topic for the day is 



The dictionary definition of a balcony is – “A platform built on an upstairs outside wall of a building, with a wall 
or a rail around it.”

That is indeed how most of us see it – and thus, that is how balconies are made, not designed, in housing 
projects.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The dictionary definition of a balcony is – “A platform built on an upstairs outside wall of a building, with a wall or a rail around it.”That is indeed how most of us see it – and thus, that is how balconies are made, not designed, in housing projects. Why am I asking this question though?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at this plan. Or more specifically 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
… at the balcony areas.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The blue here shows the living area which the entrance of the apartments open into.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The green is the bedroom which lies adjacent to the living area but is staggered.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What happens to balconies is that they essentially become a form of filler space which completes the staggered part.



In case of most housing projects, balconies are treated 
as an afterthought. A required amenity in a unit – to aid 

the market value of the project.

Balconies which emerge to occupy the gap in line between toilet and bedrooms or living rooms and 
bedrooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I explained before – you can see the same thing happening here where the balconies fill the stagger between living area and bedrooms or bedrooms and toilets. The balconies thus become an afterthought. A required amenity in a unit – to aid the market value of the project. 



What questions should we ask to make ourselves start thinking about balconies as spaces which need to be 
designed?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, we know what are the functional requirements of bedrooms, of living rooms, of toilets, and kitchens and study rooms and dining areas. However, what are the functions of a balcony? Would that help us design differently?



What is it derived from?
When multi – storeyed housing started coming up, what activities were the balconies designed to accommodate?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Apartments in multi-storey housing exhibit a horizontal translation of the vertical relations which exist in single or double storey housing. In that case – what is the balcony a derivative of? 



• A place to chat with neighbours

• A place to have a cup of chai and read newspaper

• A place to buy wares from vendors

• A place to greet guests and welcome them into your house

• A place to keep a watch on the child playing outside

• A place to meet friends 

• A place to play with pets

A verandah/otla

A courtyard/backyard

A jharoka/bay window

A terrace

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let us start with looking at this list of activities on the right. And then… let’s take a look at some pictures.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How about we weave a narrative for this image? Leaving the household items at the front of the entrance, the mover joins the family for a break. The snacks are kept on the floor. The younger child had to be helped up. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The platform was too high for her small body. The adults sit dangling their legs and have the rice cakes together, laughing over the antics of the children as they race up and down, tumbling over each other in the adjoining passage.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Imagine a place, where you stand with a cup of hot coffee in the morning and rest your palm against a cool support to balance yourself and slowly breathe in the smell of coffee beans which wafts up with the wind. Or a place where you sit, your knee propped up a murderous look in your eye watching your guilty friend walk towards you very stiffly after revealing all your hidden mischief to your mother. A ceremonial walk, but not in a good way. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Imagine reading a newspaper, precariously balanced at the edge of the raised platform because the light there is just right. Friends poring over a mobile phone as they seat themselves comfortably in front of his house. A cozy spot – both for humans and the stray dogs. Each image can give us narrative of a certain activity. So how about we now review the initial list again?



If your program brief 
was not a space – but 
these activities – how 
would you design?

• A place to chat with neighbours

• A place to have a cup of chai and read newspaper

• A place to buy wares from vendors

• A place to greet guests and welcome them into your house

• A place to keep a watch on the child playing outside

• A place to meet friends 

• A place to play with pets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the program brief was not a space – but this list of activities – what could the design be?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To the left is my initial idea of what I thought a balcony was. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To the right is a conceptual design of a balcony. The sketch is definitely very rough – but this is a result of me taking 5 minutes, after reviewing the list of activities, to come up with these initial conceptual ideas for a balcony. This is definitely not the best design possible but has ideas which could be explored further in contrast to the balconies I had shown you earlier.



A verandah/otla

A courtyard/backyard

A jharoka/bay window

A terrace

• A place to wash utensils

• A place to dry pickles

• A place to have private conversations with family / close friends

• A place to celebrate events/festivals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let us now look at a different list of activities on the right.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I would have liked to walk barefoot here. If it was winter and blankets would have been laid out on the charpai to air them out – I would have loved to sink into the warm blankets and look up at the sky above. If you come back to a space like this after a long day - what would you have done? Would you have preferred to take a seat on the otla or would you prefer a chai on the balcony on top. Would you have been comfortable to hang your clothes there? What about your undergarments? 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Would you have liked to sit by reading a book, legs stretched out and watch as the damp clothes dry in the wind. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do you have memories of drying chillies or sorting saffron with your family. The saffron would be spread on sheets of jute across the floor. Kneeling on the ground and crawling on hands and knees to do the work, everyone’s hands would be stained red.



If your program brief 
was not a space – but 
these activities – how 
would you design?

• A place to wash utensils

• A place to dry pickles

• A place to have private conversations with family / close friends

• A place to celebrate events/festivals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So if the program brief had been this list of activities – what could the design be?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To the left is what I thought a ‘utility’ balcony was. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And to the right is a design of a balcony which like last time –  is a result of me taking 5 minutes to design after reviewing the list of activities. Knowing these activites and designing for them – allowed me to explore different ideas.



• A place of surveillance

• A place to assist with issues of light, heat and wind

A verandah/otla

A courtyard/backyard

A jharoka/bay window

A terrace

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A smaller list this time. A place of surveillance.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The hidden viewer



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hidden as long as they want and when desired – making their presence known.



If your program brief 
was not a space – but 
these activities – how 
would you design?

• A place of surveillance

• A place to assist with issues of light, heat and wind

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With these activities – what would be a possible design for the space be?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Can it be imagined as something more than this?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here, it was working with the 60 cm free of FSI projection allowed in housing – that I was trying to figure out different ways and degrees of play while designing a housing façade.



• A place for drying clothes

• Place to air out old blankets

• A place to play/fly kites

• A place to enjoy the view from

• A place for a garden

• A place for children to play

A verandah/otla

A courtyard/backyard

A jharoka/bay window

A terrace

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Look at the activities here



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s Uttarayan. You step into a bright expanse of space. Rooftops of the city with the sky dotted with kites. You can hear people either encouraging or hurling curses at each other as they try to cut their opponents’ kite. You look down and people’s lives play out in their own small pockets of spaces.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Be it children playing, people drying laundry, stashing away old furniture



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
People asking neighbours to lower the volume of their arguments or all the uncles of the house sleeping under the sky during the days of a family wedding.



Balconies - What activities are they used for? How should they be designed?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why I am trying to make these narratives is because of the question I had started this presentation with - What activities are balconies used for? How should they be designed? Housing projects are ‘homes’ for the families which reside there – and balconies can become a place for so many activities which can even liven up the other spaces of the house.  



If your program brief 
was not a space – but 
these activities – how 
would you design?

• A place for drying clothes

• Place to air out old blankets

• A place to play/fly kites

• A place to enjoy the view from

• A place for a garden

• A place for children to play

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So if I ask the question again - how could one design a space for these activities – would it change the way you would approach this?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here, I tried to do it a bit differently this time – where I was trying to attempt if I could still make a balcony interesting without redesigning the entire unit from scratch. I took one of the plans from the list of 6 that I had shown you in one of the earlier slides. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The red here demarcates a single unit in the block. This was traced and keeping same floor plate, same location of service areas – I drew over the existing plan to make different possible designs of a balcony.



Apartment was modified from a 3 BHK to a 2 BHK. 

The house opens inwards to accommodate different (personal) functions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So… could anyone here try to attempt weave narratives of activities which could be possible in the balcony and the rooms of this apartment as I was doing for the pictures earlier? Maybe just two narratives of activities each for the plans I’ll show here. I’ll briefly mention what are the spaces these rooms signify.



Apartment was retained as a 3 BHK

The house opens itself to the outside. Rooms inside become a place to play

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here the spaces are…



Apartment was retained as a 3 BHK

Forming pockets of spaces which could accommodate different (personal) 
functions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So - did making these stories seem fun? To imagine how lives might play out in these spaces we create for users we do not know? The intention of my presentation was mainly to ask why are balconies neglected in apartment housing projects?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
People often spend their entire lives in an apartment – where the balcony is where they get their slice of the sky. So would creating these narratives of everyday activities indeed help us to see balconies differently? What would a balcony be for you when you approach designing an apartment complex after this? Thank you
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