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REIMAGINING ICONS IN HIGH-RISE LIVING

Raising questions on monotony by converting iconic architectural masterpieces into high-rise apartments.
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Oikopolis: the architect strikes back | Housing Seminar



01/ 

Re-imagining an existing building not initially intended 
for everyday living as a high-rise residential complex and 
the lasting impression it leaves on an ordinary individual 
when encountered amidst the bustling streets of Ahmedabad.

02/

Re-imagining an existing building not initially intended 
for everyday living into a housing complex, in its original 
form and considering the advertising potential through 
signboards to market these apartments.





The encounter with the Ronchamp-inspired high-rise 

turned a routine city stroll into an extraordinary 

journey, a memory that would stay with Naga Sai and Asha 

for years to come each time they passed by that building. 

It was a vivid reminder that monotony can be shattered by 

creating something memorable, that intends to go beyond 

the visuals but also through experiences in the most 

everyday moments.
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As Isha and Asha left the high-rise, they couldn't help but 

carry not only the visual memory but also the rich history 

and significance of the building with them. 

The signboard enriched their experience, making it a 

truly memorable encounter with architecture that broke 

the monotony of the urban landscape in the heart of 

Ahmedabad by creating a lasting impression.
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Buildings or apartments that an architect finds interesting are also intriguing to a common individual like in the case of 

Naga Sai's encounter with the Ronchamp chapel-inspired high-rise. So, if an apartment building breaks the monotony for 

an architect, it undoubtedly does the same for a common person. 
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Naga Sai's encounter with the Ronchamp chapel-inspired high-rise. So, if an apartment building breaks the monotony for 

an architect, it undoubtedly does the same for a common person. 

In the pursuit of breaking monotony, should architects always aim to push the boundaries and create something entirely 

new, or do small changes within existing norms bring the same impact? Should this innovation be utilitarian or on the 

other hand more radical that might not be immediately practical or functional but are guided by a vision of an improved 

and idealized state of being? 
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other hand more radical that might not be immediately practical or functional but are guided by a vision of an improved 

and idealized state of being? 

Do these examples primarily break the monotony on a contextual or urban scale by standing out differently, or do they 

have the potential to stand alone as extraordinary structures in any setting? How can we extrapolate their original success 

to different cities and cultures? 
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to different cities and cultures? 

Is the desire to break the monotony in architecture inherently tied to the human need for newness and surprise, or can it 

also be seen as a response to the increasing homogenization of urban landscapes? Are we witnessing a new era of 

architectural diversity and experimentation, or is this a temporary deviation from the norm? 
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